CHAPTER  i

DURING THE RISE OF POLAND
TENTH TO FIFTEENTH CJENTURY

THE CONVERSION OF POLAND TO
CHRISTIANITY [966 A. D.]

The Polish people enter into recorded history with
the conversion of their ruler Mieszko to Christianity
in the year 966 A, D., this enlightened leader bringing
his people with him into the family of Christian
nations. With this event Poland emerges from among
the Slavic tribes occupying the areas east of the Elbe
and becomes enrolled among the historic and civilized
countries of Europe.

Both the causes and the consequences of that act
are of more than purely Polish interest.

As far back as Charlemagne there had begun an
expansion of the Teutonic nations toward the east.
This is that vast movement called the Drang nach
Osten, ' the pressure toward the east'. The Slavs
between the Elbe and the Oder, less warlike, smaller in
stature than the Teutons, not well organized, relatively
ill armed, were slowly subjugated.

When Otto I of Saxony was crowned Emperor in
962 his already great power so enhanced that he
became a menace to all the Slavs east of him. Mieszko